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MEMORANDUM FOR i Asfcaseador Colling 

SUBJECT t Integration of the Various Seoti into the Vietnamese Arsed Force* 


I paid n call on Minister of Defense HJLnh on the afternoon of 17 Feb ! ' , 

for the purpose of discussing natters pertaining to TRIM training and the 
reorganisation of the Vietnamese Armed Forces* and an alternate ferry instal- 
lation in the See Yrang Area* Minister Hinh indioated that he would person* 
ally do all he could toward having tho new ferry installed* 

While there, and while discussing the else of the armed forces, the i 

witter of the ntmfcer of personnel ef the sects to bo integrated was discussed. ; 

Hinh volunteered the information to me that at the present time, the Hoe Mao, 
under General Tran Van Soai, hod 3,000 man who have been integrated into the 
Vietnamese Armed Forces* Hinh also indicated that there are 1,090 men under 
Ian Bhan Nguyen, which Soai wants to be integrated into the armed forces also, 
and there are, in addition, 1*000 men under Hue that Soai also wants integrated* 
fttwh states that the President is opposed to adding these 2, OCX) men to the 3,000, 
but instead wants to limit Soai to only 3,000 for all the Hoa Hap* 

3,000 sen under Ngo, a suppletif general, have also boon integrated, 8,000 \ 

Cao Dai *s have been integrated, and 2,600 men under General The have been inte- 
grated* 

Hinh stated that President Diem had offered to integrate 1,600 men of the 
Binh Xuyen, This offer was made over a month ago, but no answer has been 
reoeived from General Vien* 

. ' • * • . • ,# . ■ . ' 

Hinh feels that perhaps Bacut, given an opportunity to integrate 1,000 
to 1,600 men would also come over to the side of the government. However, he I 
states that the President has indioated he wants nothing more to do with Baeut* : 

The total mnber of personnel from the sects now integrated, according to | 
Hinh, is 12,600* Re proposed an additional integration of 4,000 more, ! 

Minh expressed the desire that someone from our Bribaasy contact tho 
President and propose tho additional integration as indicated herein, without 
mentioning the fact that Mtoh had anything to do with it* > I 

Mitih states that there is evidence that General The is becoming interested ;i . 
in polities and that he feels that The should be told either to resign hie." ;?/- pi 4 
commission to take «p politics* or leave it alone and stick to tho business of S 44 
being ah officer* ; >H^ bo^ that this idea would also be suggested to.thr ‘ < .. »$. : 
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with Klnh and hesaid that they 
•■ ':;/i'T: : i^ ;had '«bout the «qtti^Mi: r of 'a'^vlUion ttat he felt itoculd b* included la 
the imd forces.I talkedtoCpl Carbon*!, a French officer <m ay TRIM 
V; ('staff, today and he voiced the opinion u ho ha* aapy times, that tho Nuags 
aro the boat fight ora in Vietnam and serious consideration should be given 
to retaining as ipaay of them as possible* 


During our conversation, I mentioned to Minister K$nh that 6,000 was 
tho nunber I had heard mentioned as a target for the total ntuber of per- 
sonnel of tho sects to he integrated within the amid forces. He said he 


had not been told that figure# 

To my mind, it is conceivable that by adhering to the plan that has 
been accepted, mainly induction Of 10,000 men in September 1956, followed 
by another 10,000 early in calendar year 1666, etc, would evidently reduce 
the strength of the sects and therefore offer the possibility that this 
matter could be done painlessly over an extended period of tine, meanwhile, 
as you indicated this morning , requiring eve ry one to stay within the total 
figures which we have agreed to support* 


JOHN W OUWNIEL 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Chief 
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Integrated 


Reeorasended 

Integration 


Tran Tan Soal 


8,000 


las Than Nguyen 
(Prea wants to subtract 
. from Soai) 


1,000 


Nguyen Grai Ngo 
(Snppletif General) 


3, 000 


Ba Cut 


1,500 


Cao Dal 

(VNpqa Party) 


3,000 


Tran Hinh The 


2,800 


Hoa Hao i. 

(Hue Lafig Xuyen:* Prea wants 
subtract from Seal) 


1,000 



: . l^-brjWn , • 


Binh Xuyeqi 


Total* 


12,500 


4,000 
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